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Alumnus establishes 
coffee pop-up shop 


Rebecca Najera 

Editor-in-Chief 

Tyler’s coffee scene has expanded drastically 
over the recent years. One of the city’s newest 
coffee hotspots is located anywhere the party is. 

CoffeeOutsideTyler is a way for founder 
and TJC alumnus Carlos Barron to reach out 
and serve the Tyler community. Barron teams up 
with local stores and organizations to host events 
that bring Tylerites together. 

“CoffeeOutside is an opportunity. What we 
do there is brew community,” said Barron. “[The] 
opportunity is there for you to come out, meet 
people you haven’t met and go to places you 
haven’t been before, all in your backyard.” 

The idea of “brewing community” began 
after Barron spent a year on probation in high 
school. 

“I was trying to be cool, hanging out with 
the wrong kids. Unfortunately, I was the oldest 
one from my crew,” said Barron. “I turned 18, 
we got pulled over, we had alcohol ... and I had 
marijuana. I got a Minor in Possession.” 

Although he could have gone back to his old 
ways, Barron was introduced to volunteer work 
by being on probation and learned to enjoy it. 

“I met a lot of interesting people,” said 
Barron. “I had a lot of people that were in the 
same boat as me, but they were interesting people 
and I had a lot of conversations I’ve never had 
and it was all for free.” 

Barron continued volunteer work into 
college, even after having completed probation. 

“It was the same thing. I met people. I’ve 
been to places doing cool things. And that’s part 


of what CoffeeOutside is; it’s also volunteering,” 
said Barron. “I’m actually glad that it happened, 
because if not I wouldn’t have [gotten it] 
together.” 

After graduating high school, Barron 
furthered his education at TJC. 

“Believe it or not, I was excited to go to TJC 
because I knew that was going to start a new 
chapter in my life,” said Barron. “From that point 
on, it was a brand new life and I was going to 
do whatever I wanted to; and it was going to be 
positive.” 

Barron continued to listen to those around 
him and learned that a lot of students stayed on 
campus over the weekends and didn’t go out in 
the community much. Wanting to get people 
involved and meeting each other, Barron began 
to develop ideas. 

“It [took] years and years and years of me 
saving ideas,” Barron said, pulling out a red 
pocket-sized journal, packed with notes. “Just 
like 15 to 20 years of me just saving ideas and 
finally putting something together, and this is 
what it is.” 

Barron set up his first coffee pop-up in 
Bergfeld Park. 

“It was a central point in Tyler,” said Barron. 
“My first event was revolved around cycling.” 

Barron rode his bike to the park, taking his 
camping equipment along with about 12 other 
friends that worked at a bike shop with him. 

“Everybody rode their bike. Everybody 
had their own camping stove. Everybody had 
different coffee. Everybody made it differently. 

— see COT page 7 — 
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BREWING COMMUNITY CoffeeOutsideTyler founder Carlos Barron primes his travel 
burner for brewing a new pot at Alex & Afton’s Cool Collective maker market on 
Saturday, April 23. 


Non-student charged with 
sexual assault, attempted SA 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 

Two incidents at Crossroads led 
to the arrest of Tavion Jamal Jones, 23, 
on April 22. With charges of attempted 
sexual assault and sexual assault, his 
bond is set at $150,000 ($75,000 for 
each charge). 

“We’re talking [about] two events 
that happened. They were not in the 
same room, it’s two separate events. 
Fairly close related in time,.one was on 
one floor of Crossroads, the other was on 
another floor of Crossroads,” said Chief 
of Campus Police Randy Melton. 

Jones is a non-student from 
Shreveport, LA. Campus Police is 
still investigating how he got into the 
residence hall, considering the visitation 
policies. According to the Resident’s 
Code of Conduct: “Other TJC students 
with a valid TJC ID card, residents or 
nonresidents, may visit a resident in a 
residence hall.” Non-students are not 
allowed to visit. 

“Every weekend, we have visitation 
and it’s the same policy for every other 
day, from noon to 11:30 p.m., hosts 
have to sign in the visitor and off to 8 
o’clock they have to present [student] 
I.D. to a staff member,” said Aukse 
Harris, assistant director for Residential 
Life. “It’s exactly the same every single 
weekend, every single day. There’s an 
exception when we have to require quiet 
hours and no visitation, which is [the] 
last week of each semester.” 

On the day of the incident, a student 
resident, Taylor Walkden witnessed 
some suspicious activities that took place 
near her room. 

“I was in the bathroom and a man 
started knocking on my suitemate’s 
door, but she was gone. So I ended up 
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Tavion Jamal Jones, 23 


just going over and looking through the 
little peephole, and I saw a man there. 
He was a black male and he had like a 
braided bun (referring to his hair),” said 
Walkden. “I didn’t recognize him, so 
I didn’t answer the door and he ended 
up knocking for a while so I ended up 
texting my suitemate, to see what she 
wanted me to do about it. She was like ‘I 
don’t know who that is, don’t answer it.’” 

She first texted her suitemate 
explaining the situation at 2:51 p.m. 
After 23 minutes, at 3:14 p.m. she texted 
her once again, stating the Jones was still 
at her door. 

“So, he ended up knocking for a 
total of like 15 minutes, I was on the 
phone with my grandma at the time, and 
he finally left and I ended up going to 
the cafeteria and there were some people 
talking about how a girl was attacked in 
her room but I didn’t make a connection 
at the time,” said Walkden. “When I 
came back, there were a bunch of cops 
here and the man was in handcuffs.” 


— see ASSAULT page 8 — 



Promise, concern rises 
after Black/Gold game 


Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 

On Friday, April 21, TJC’s Black/Gold 
spring football game reintroduced familiar 
faces as well as unveiled many new ones to the 
Pat Hartley Field Complex. 

“I feel great about tonight. Offense 
executed, defense played good, we looked good 
going against number two’s — number two’s 
look good going against number one’s,” said 
No. 1 Quarterback Twayne Blackwell. “We 
were just executing and I felt good about it.” 

TJC’s Black/Gold football game is the last 
test and last time to shine for the Apaches in 
the spring. It gives a chance for the coaches to 
decide which player is the best fit, and where 
he belongs. 

“I was also kind of surprised by the second 
offense going against the first defense, they did 
a pretty good job,” said Head Football Coach 


Danny Palmer. “They quite surprised me.” 

The offensive squad wasn’t the only thing 
that surprised the 10-year head coach. Fans, 
students and recruits as well as first-round 
draft pick Patrick Mahomes II were all in 
attendance to watch what the Apaches had to 
offer for next season under the lights. 

“You saw it man, isn’t it something,” said 
Palmer on the attendance of the spring game. 

Many players from all aspects of the game 
were able to showcase their skills and talents for 
the coaches watching closely on the sideline. 

Returning running backs J.T. Smith and 
Shannon Vaughns helped bring dominance 
to the running game along with the shifty 
5’6” walk-on Stephon Rucker-Carroll from 
Raytown, MO. These backs carried in multiple 
touchdowns and several 10-plus-yard runs. 

“We’re going to be better up front 

— see F O OTBALL page 5 — 
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BLACK/GOLD RUSH The spring football game, also known as the Black/Gold game, ends with no 
score or recorded stats but players show just how important it is and what it means to them as the 
defense rushes off the line to stop the running back on Friday, April 28. 
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Julia Contarelli 

Alumna, Former Editor 


JUCO is just 

a warm-up 

Working at the student newspaper at a junior 
college, then at a university is way different than 
what I imagined. I worked for The DrumBeat 
for three semesters and am now working for the 
North Texas Daily (NTDaily) at the University of 
North Texas. 

There are some crucial differences in working 
for each, The DrumBeat prints biweekly, while 
the NT Daily prints once a week. But this doesn’t 
mean that one staff works harder than the other. 

The editors at the NT Daily rarely write 
stories, after all, they are editors, not staff writers. 
Also, every reporter has a. photographer assigned 
to work with for each story. They even have a full 
team just to put the pages together and someone 
to verify if everything was designed properly. 

This is the thing about a junior college, with 
such a low number of students in journalism, the 
editors have to roll up their sleeves and write the 
stories that they will edit, take their own photos 
or videos and after all that, they have to design 
each page without a design team. This doing- 
everything-by-yourself experience was a great 
exercise in teamwork and lesson for my future on 
how to deal with stress at work. 

The DrumBeat has seven editors and 14 staff 
writers from the news writing and news reporting 
classes. The NT Daily has 18 editors and 78 staff 
members. 

My first image of a junior college was absurdly 
different from what I faced in my two and a half 
years at TJC. I opted to take my core classes for a 
cheaper price, that was all. I didn’t know back then 
what I was getting myself into. But honesdy, I’m 
grateful that I chose to come here. 

Other than my experience with The 
DrumBeat, what taught me a lot was the constant 

— see JUCO page 8 — 
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...U could get a 
ticket! or crash! 


DRIVE 


(Pa y atteriHo 


Texas attempts to abolish texting while driving 


Distracted driving has become an epidemic in the United 
States. In 2015 alone, distracted driving accounted for 3,477 deaths, 
according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
Over 391,000 people were injured in 2015 as well, due to distracted 
driving. The NHTSA defines distracted driving as “any activity that 
diverts attention to driving” which can include a wide variety of 
actions. 

Texting and driving is a dangerous and deadly version of 
distracted driving. One horrifying fact behind texting and driving 
from Edgar Snydar and Associates, a law firm from Pittsburgh, 
states that one out of “every four car accidents is caused by texting 
and driving. Texting and driving is six times more likely to cause an 
accident than driving drunk. Texting while driving causes a 400% 
increase in time spent with eyes off the road. Answering a text 
takes your eyes away from the road for an approximate five seconds. 
Traveling 55 miles per hour in that time is equivalent to driving the 
length of a football field. 

Texas is one of four states to not have a ban on texting and 
driving. For the fourth time, however, the Texas Legislature is 
trying to pass a bill that would make texting while driving illegal 
in the state. On Thursday, March 16, the Texas House voted 114- 
32 to pass the legislation. If the bill goes through the rest of the 
process to become a law, the punishment for the offense would be 
a fine ranging from $25-$99, with penalties up to $200 for repeat 
offenders. 


It is important to see the government try to put an end to this. 
The state officials know there is a problem on this front and this bill 
is a first step to eliminating this threat on the road. The problem 
that law enforcement would have with this is that there really is no 
way to enforce the bill. Just like driving without a seat belt, if an 
officer sees someone on their phone, all they can really do is give 
a ticket. After that, the driver can go right back to being on their 
phone. 

The bill, House Bill 62, was written by former House Speaker 
Tom Craddick. While most have seen this as a step forward, some 
politicians do not see this view. Take Democrat Harold Dutton 
Jr. of Houston for example. “How in God’s name would an officer 
know you are texting,” Dutton Jr. says. Following it up with, “I 
think this bill falls short of where this Legislature can get to in 
terms of texting and driving. 

Yes, it will be difficult for officers to know who exactly is texting 
and driving. Maybe the bill should include all forms of distracted 
driving. Then it would be easier for an officer to notice those who 
are not paying full attention to driving. Like it was stated earlier, 
this will most likely be handled like driving without a seat belt, but 
it also may be patrolled like it as well. 

The government has taken the first step, now it is time for 
civilians to step up and do their part. If you are a passenger, 

— see TEXTING page 8 — 


Summer presents opportunities 


So finals are here, it’s May and you have 
no job or no plans for an internship anywhere. 
Well, that is completely okay because it’s 
summer. Remember in high school when 
summer meant spending weeks on end 
with friends and not having to worry about 
homework or classes? Well, that is over for 
a reason. 

It’s time to open your eyes and grow up. 
Think back to why you started college, and 
what you’re here to pursue. If you’re here to 
be a coach, a trainer, a nurse or a geologist, 
go out and get some experience. The summer 
is the perfect time to do so. Now, I’m not 
talking about going and getting a job in that 
particular aspect, because more than likely 
you’re not going to get it just like that. I’m 
talking about just hanging around coaches if 
you want to be a coach. Go introduce yourself 
to professionals in your hopeful profession 
because, at the end of the day, a college degree 
isn’t enough to get you a job. 

Gasp! I know right? Well, then how 
do you get a job? I’m glad you asked, go out 
and get some experience. If there has been 
one thing that has been drilled in my head 
since I’ve started working for The DrumBeat, 
it’s that experience will get you a job over 
a college degree any day. Also knowing 
influential people will get you farther than 
you can even imagine. Now don’t take this 
as me saying college is a waste of time and 
that you don’t need it to find the job you’re 
aspiring to acquire. 

If it wasn’t for college, I wouldn’t have the 
experience I have now nor would I have the 
knowledge I have now. Hey, once you go out 
and actually experience what you’re wanting 
to do for the rest of your life, it could be a 
real eye-opener. You may decide that this may 


Column 



Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 


not be what you want to do with your life, 
or maybe it just might make you that much 
more fascinated by it. Which is what I’ve 
been able to experience here at Tyler Junior 
College. 

No it’s not easy, just breaking out of the 
comfort zone to see what opportunities life 
holds before you. But if you never take that 
chance to see what’s out there, you will regret 
it. As introverted as I was as an incoming 
freshman, I took the chance, met some cool 
people and learned some fascinating things 
about myself and profession. 

Which gives you all the more reason to 
not spend summer on the couch playing 2K 
and Dark Souls only getting up for dinner 
and to use the restroom. You don’t have to 
get a job with a set schedule or an internship 
you’re responsible for, just surround yourself 
with experienced personnel that will help 
further your knowledge. 


Dear Anti-fascists, you are the fascists 


Dear “Antifa” protesters, you have finally 
shown us that you are unwilling to act out the 
very tolerance which you claim to defend. Your 
recent stage, UC Berkeley, used to be a beacon 
of free speech, understanding and progressive 
movement. But, clearly, times have changed. 

Your riots have exemplified how unwilling 
you are to simply allow any opposing view to 
exist. Your very name (short for anti-fascism) 
implies an utterly contrasting movement from • 
fascism. Yet the Merriam-Webster definition 
of the word “fascism” Actually says “forcible 
suppression of opposition.” You, anti-fascists, 
are literally using fascism to express your 
beliefs. You claim to be fighting hate speech, 
but in these scenarios, you have been the source 
of hate. You are a hate group. 

Don’t get me wrong, I understand why 
you have these doubts about the individuals 
who were scheduled to speak. As a Libertarian, 

I understand and often disagree with the 
standpoints from both ends of the spectrum. 
Most political news pundits are unreasonably 
extreme on one side or the other, in my opinion. 
But I am not going to force them to stay quiet 
because I don’t agree with them. 

Think, for a moment, about how the 
world would be if we suddenly were unable 
to understand any new or different ideas than 
the ones we accept right now. Society wouldn’t 
be able to progress. Nothing more would be 
accomplished. We’d be in an intellectual limbo. 
No one would be willing to listen to the other 
side. It would be sheer chaos. 

’Martin Luther King Jr., the college 
student’s ideal image of a civil rights activist, 
was nothing like you. He stood for freedom. 
He stood for equality. He marched, peacefully, 
for the liberty of every single American. Not 
once was his intention to hinder anyone’s voice. 


Column 



Marshall Cearfoss 

Managing Editor 


Not once did he encourage physical force 
against those who opposed him. Instead of 
shutting out the ideas of others, he introduced 
new ones. He used emotion, honesty and 
the promise of liberty to reach the American 
people and eventually be one of this nation’s 
most influential advocates. 

You are not being advocates. You are 
being adversaries. Again, I am not defending 
the beliefs of Ann Coulter, Milo Yiannopoulos 
and others. What I am doing is explaining 
how childish you have become. Your riots 
have caused more than $100,000 in damages 
at UC Berkeley alone. All in the name of... 
What, again? You scream chants of how these 
speakers promote hate speech and hinder the 
rights of minorities and women, yet you are 
doing everything you can to hinder their 1st 
Amendment right. 

— see ANTIFA page 8 — 
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Contact The DrumBeat News Editor Colten 
Sneed with questions, comments or concerns at 
csneed2@email.tjc.edu. 
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PAACO brings NFL Play 60 to TJC 

Athletes from the NFL, MLB and more bring a day of fun to future students 



Colten Sneed 

News Editor 

On Saturday, May 6, Tyler Junior 
College will be hosting their version of 
NFL Play 60. The National Football 
League’s campaign is to encourage kids 
to be active for at least 60 minutes a day. 

Dr. Dometrius Hill, Dean of 
Academic Success at TJC, has partnered 
with PAACO, Professional Athletes 
Against Childhood Obesity. 

“They’ve got several events lined up. 
They’re going to have a pro-football skill 
camp, just like the combine. Then they’re 
going to have an event called ‘First Tee’, 
and futsal,” said Hill. 

Kids ages 6-14 are going to be taking 
part in this event at Pat Hartley Field as 
well as the intramural field. The event is 
more than promoting being active and 
healthy, but it is also to promote TJC to 
younger students. 

“Our whole goal is to at least find a 
way to get kids on campus. ... If we can 
get them on a college campus early then 
it kind of de-mystifies that thing of ‘Oh 
my god, what’s college? I can’t go there. 
I’m not smart enough,”’ said Hill. “And 
then they’ll be able to hang around other 
college students and see other college 
students as well as these professional 
athletes profess some of the same fears 
that they had when they were that age.” 

Dr. Hill believes to see future growth 
of TJC, it has to be promoted to the 
younger audience. Which is why the 
target group for the event is so young. 

“We actually have to start targeting 
them in the sixth grade and the fifth grade. 
Basically what is happening is junior 
colleges have become like gymnasts. You 
see these twelve and ten-year-old gymnast 
receiving scholarships from places like the 
University of Michigan, Mississippi State 
and Baylor for their gymnastics teams,” 
said Hill. “We have to take that same 
approach academically.” 

Hill takes that approach by breaking 
the ice and getting the kids on campus 


using activities they like, which is where 
NFL Play 60 comes in. David Mims and 
PAACO agree with that sentiment and 
want to make the event a community one. 

“What we focus on is community 
building and I think TJC is one of those 
places where it is a focal point of the 
community of Tyler. Everything in Tyler 
kind of revolves, in a sense, around TJC,” 
said Mims. “It shows in the way TJC 
supports the community. 

As a part of the event, the nursing 
program will be giving non-evasive 
physicals. The dental hygiene program 
will also be there promoting brushing 
teeth and keeping the kid’s mouths 
healthy as well. 

Among the professional athletes 
scheduled to be in attendance are Greg 
Evans former defensive back for the 
Buffalo Bills and Washington Redskins. 
Henderson native Drew Coleman who is 
also a former defensive back who played 
with the New York Jets, Jacksonville 
Jaguars and Detroit Lions in his six-year 
career. Jermaine Mitchell played in the 
Philadelphia Phillies, Oakland Athletics 
and Minnesota Twins organization. For 
futsal, a professional organization has 
committed to attending the event to help 
teach the sport. 

“They are going to be in groups 
so the kids will all have a chance to go 
through a lot of the drills with the athletes 
depending on the sport they want to do. 
From there the athletes, because they will 
be in groups of anywhere from 15-20,” 
said Hill. 

Keeping the groups in a small ratio 
like that, gives the athletes opportunities 
to be more personal with the kids. 

“If it’s more intimate in a ratio like 
that, a 1:10, kids can be like ‘Hey, I got 
to spend time with this guy and ask him 
questions’ it’s been my experience that 
works a lot better,” said Hill. 

Mims hopes that the kids will take 
away a thought that sports can be fun 
and can be something anybody can do. 
For more information on PAACO or to 
register for the event, visit PA2CO.com 
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STEPPING UP The goal of the summer camps is to keep children from around the community 
involved and active. Athletes work with students on a personal level in small groups. 


Texas Legislature bills could affect junior college funds 


Marshall Cearfoss 

Managing Editor - 

The 85th Texas Legislature is in 
session now. Several bills have been 
introduced that may affect community 
college funding if passed. 

“Trying to influence funding that 
will benefit community colleges is vital 
to me,” said Provost and Vice President 
for Academic and Student Affairs Dr. 
Juan Mejia. “I don’t go just to hear. I 
go if there’s something I can actually 


Although TJC received 
permission to offer a Bachelor of 
Science in Dental Hygiene during the 
84th Legislative session in 2015, the 
“pilot status” means that the program 
still isn’t allotted the same amount of 
state funding as other baccalaureate¬ 
granting programs. In 2003, South 
Texas College, Brazosport College and 
Midland College all received pilot- 
status permissions, but have since been 
receiving funding for those programs 
that is equivalent to university-level 


— probably health, prisons, public 
education ... those are going to 
be funded,” said Van Cleef. “Then 
whatever’s left over is funded to the 
discretionarily funded groups. And all 
of higher education is in that group.” 

This situation becomes even more 
complicated when considering the 
fact that state appropriations, which 
primarily involves House bill 1 along 
with Senate bill 1, has decreased for 
higher education institutions over 
several years. As state funding for 


“It would be a vote of confidence to have the pilot removed.... If the bill passes, the funding we 
will get will be the same thing the universities are [receiving] for their programs, which, they get 
a lot more money for the same programs we offer. We’re not in any way trying to compare to a 
university, but we do know there’s a precedent already with three other community colleges that 
get funding at a higher level, and we’re thinking, what’s the difference in East Texas? Just fund 
us appropriately.” 

-Dr. Juan Mejia 

Provost and Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs 



speak on, testify.” 

Mejia has visited Austin numerous 
times this year in an attempt to ensure 
proper consideration for bills affecting 
community colleges. While 28 of 
the proposed bills would financially 
affect TJC if passed, Mejia’s focus 
is on a select few bills. The primary 
proposals mentioned are House bill 
832 by Representative Travis Clardy 
and Senate bill 834 by Senator Bryan 
Hughes. They address our four-year 
degree program in Dental Hygiene.The 
two bills were written in partnership 
with almost identical language. 

“We’re in a pilot status. ... HB 
832, by Representative Clardy, is to 
remove that pilot status, saying that 
we’ve done everything [the House] 
asked,” said Mejia. “We’ve gotten 
legislative designation, we’ve gotten 
approval from the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board and 
we were approved by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools as 
a baccalaureate-granting institution.” 


programs. That is the goal Mejia is 
attempting to reach with these bills. 

“It would be a vote of confidence 
to have the pilot removed. ... If the 
bill passes, the funding we will get will 
be the same thing the universities are 
[receiving] for their programs,” said 
Mejia. “Which, they get a lot more 
money for the same programs we offer. 
We’re not in anyway trying to compare 
to a university, but we do know there’s 
a precedent already with three other 
community colleges that get funding 
at a higher level, and we’re thinking, 
what’s the difference in East Texas? 
Just fund us appropriately.” 

TJC Vice President and Financial 
and Administrative Affairs/CFO 
Sarah Van Cleef is also involved in 
requesting proper funding for the 
institution. She explains how difficult 
fighting for college funding can be. 

“We, in higher education, are 
discretionarily funded. ... They’re 
going to take care of certain pockets 


colleges reduces, tuition and local taxes 
must increase to balance the cost. 

“We want to be sensitive and not 
pass the cost off to the community or 
the students,” said Mejia. 

Other notable measures being 
reviewed are House bills 4089 and 
3766 by Representatives Rick Miller 
and J.M. Lozano, respectively. If passed, 
these bills could affect eligibility for 
recipients of the Hazlewood Act. The 
Hazlewood Act is a state mandate for 
public institutions to pay for the tuition 
of veterans and their dependents. Since 
this is neither a state-funded program 
nor a scholarship, it comes directly 
from the institutions’ funds. These bills 
aim to increase the active-duty days 
necessary for people to receive the 
financial benefits, along with reducing 
the time after service when dependents 
can take advantage of the Act. 

For more information on the 
85th Legislature and specific bills, visit 
www.capitol.state.tx.us. 
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LAWMAKERS The 85th Legislative session is meeting now. They 
began their 140-day session on Jan. 10, 2017, and will conclude 
on May 29. 
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Contact The DrumBeat Sports Editor Benjamin 
Savallo with questions, comments or concerns 
at bsavallo@email.tjc.edu. 



Campus expansion could bring athletic upgrades 
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THE FUTURE IS HERE A taste of the future football stadium TJC hopes to bring to campus in coming years to replace using the Tyler Rose Stadium, that is used by multiple schools, as a home 
field for the Apache football team, hangs in the office of Head Football Coach Danny Palmer at the Pat Hartley Field Complex. 


Baseball, football, softball and more could see changes in coming years 


Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 

In years to come, Tyler Junior 
College will look a little different 
and a little bigger after the final 
purchase of land that connects to 
the Apache Woodlands. 

“Is anything set in stone? 
No. Is it getting closer? Yeah, 
the whole idea is stuff for Band, 
Belles, Baseball, Softball even 
Intramurals,” said Athletic 
Director Dr. Tim Drain. 

Not only will this provide 
space for more buildings for classes 
but also more Tong-dreamed-. 
about’ athletic facilities as well. 

“Personally, I have always 
dreamed of having on-site 
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HOME AWAY FROM HOME Apache baseball prepares 
for practice at Mike Carter Field on Tuesday, May 

facilities,” said Drain on how long 
on-site facilities have been in talks. 

“Personally, 18 years, but its been 
on the table here (TJC) for five to 
six years.” 

TJC had been talking with 
former Head Softball Coach 


Nicole Dickson, 
coach 
the softball 
about 
a 

softball field to 
TJC. The only 
on-site facilities 
TJC offers as 
of right now are 
a soccer field, 
a practice field 
for the football 
team, a basketball/volleyball court 
and complex of four tennis courts. 

Both the baseball and softball 
teams have to travel off campus 
for practice and games while 
the football team travels to the 
Tyler Rose Stadium for home 


games. This puts major stress 
on the importance of bringing 
more facilities to TJC, not only 
for students who are fans of the 
games but for the student-athletes 
who have to make the drive for 
practices right after classes. 

“There’s only a certain amount 
of time to take classes and run 
all the way out to Faulkner Park 
for practices or go out to Brooke 
Hill to play. I think you’ll see 
our student-athletes much more 
happier that they don’t have to get 
in their cars and drive,” said Drain. 

These changes affect the 
fan just as much. Many students 
show up to the Black/Gold spring 
football game just because they 
see the fights are on and the 


whistles are blowing and because 
it’s within walking distance. 

“Now for the students that 
go, oh my gosh it’s night and 
day,” said Dr. Drain. “Our softball 
team, we’ve got an unbelievable 
team yet there’s not many that 
will get in the car and drive the 25 
minutes-30 minutes, or whatever 
it is with traffic, to go over to 
Brooke Hill and watch that 
product but I guarantee that the 
event will be much more attended 
if it’s four seconds away over here 
on our campus.” 

Of course, processes like these 
don’t happen overnight and these 
decisions aren’t easily made. First 

— see EXPAN SION page 5 — 


Softball wins the East and earns top seed in Region XIV 
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CONNECTION Sophomore Haille Weber turns on the ball and connects with the sweet 
spot of the bat as she lifts one out of the infield against Northeast Texas Community 
College in their double-header on Saturday, April 1. 


Isaiah Thornton 

Staff Writer 

With the season almost over, the Lady Apache softball 
team is getting ready for the Region XIV Conference 
Tournament as they join the other seven teams that made 
the tournament. 
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PACKING HEAT Utility Player Julia Knight takes to the mound 
to deliver relief and some heat against Northeast Texas CC. 


Four teams from each side of the conference are selected 
and, as of now, the frontrunners for the East Zone are TJC, 
Bossier Parish Community College, Kilgore College and 


Angelina College. For the South Zone, 
the leading teams are Blinn College, 

San Jacinto College-South, Lamar 
State College - Port Arthur and 
Galveston College. 

The Tournament is set to begin on 
Saturday, May 6th, and run through 
the following Tuesday, May 9th. 

These teams will play in a double- 
elimination tournament as Head 
Softball Coach Maria Winn-Ratfiff 
looks for early success in her first 
regional tournament as an Apache. 

“Basically everyone is going to 
get an opportunity to play two games. 

Once you have been beat twice you are 
eliminated from the tournament. So, 
you can lose once and still come back 
from the loser’s bracket and still win 
the whole conference tournament,” 
said Coach Winn. 

Unlike other conferences in 
the NJCCA, Region XIV has two 
automatic bids and the winner and 
loser of the championship game will go 
to the National Tournament and compete' for the National 
Championship in St. George, UT. 

“We think that it is better representation that we bring 
everybody together as we take the winner and the runner- 
up. This is something that maybe about three years ago, 
Region XIV got two bids. So since then they agreed to keep 
everything together as a region we get to dictate how we 
want to do that,” said Coach Winn. 

The tournament will be hosted by Angelina College this 
year in Lufkin, TX, per vote of the coaches of Region XIV 
teams. 

“The coaches get together and vote on locations and put 
different proposals as far as where the agreement is. Usually, 


it alternates between the East Zone 6c South Zone, last year 
it was hosted by the South Zone by San Jacinto College, this 
year it’s in the East Zone so it will be in Lufkin, TX,” said 
Chuck Smith, the associate athletic director for TJC. 

TJC’s Athletic Department is looking at viewing options 
for the families, students and fans of the team who will not 
be able to show up in attendance. 

“We’re trying to work out some media options so we 
can broadcast the games for people who can’t come to all the 
games,” said Smith 

The Athletic Department is looking for a big turnout 

— see SOFTBALL page 5— 


Despite two-year system, TJC finds success year after year 


Junior colleges are where student 
athletes go to hone in on their skills and 
improve themselves to get ready for the 
next level. Many athletes come to TJC for 
two years to help get their name out there 
and shine some fight on their abilities' 
on the field or court. Not many junior 
colleges have successful athletic programs, 
considering the whole two-year system, 
which is understandable. But somehow, 
TJC has been able to become dominant 
and stay successful despite only holding on 
to players for two years and maybe even 
one year. 

The last time the football team had a 
losing season was almost eight years ago. 
Except for this last season, they’ve made it 
quite far into the playoffs every year. The 
softball team, which is still quite young 
in the birth of their program just signed 
a pitcher to a Division-one school and 
made it to the National Championship 
game in just their second season. Both 
soccer teams have been very exceptional 
for a long time now after the men’s team 


completed a perfect season and won the 
national championship in front of their 
home crowd. The baseball team isn’t far 
from competing for a fourth-straight 
national championship as well, but you get 
the picture. How does TJC keep producing 
and constructing these championship- 
caliber teams with a limited amount of 
time with these young, raw athletes? 

First off, it all starts with the recruiting 
trail. After spending a lot of the fall around 
the soccer team with Head Coach Steven 
Clements, it wasn’t long until I realized he 
has connections nationally and globally. 
Many former Apache players who return 
home overseas keep in touch with Coach 
Clements and his coaching staff and keep 
an eye on the talent that may not be found 
domestically. 

For both tennis teams, basketball 
teams and the volleyball team, many 
D-I schools will find under-developed 
talent and contact TJC in hopes that the 
Apaches will pick these kids up and help 
conform this raw talent into a more ready 


athlete for the D-I level. So, as you can see, 
the connections can play a big role in how 
these teams come together. 

With baseball and softball, I honestly 
believe it’s a whole different story. You can’t 
beat Texas baseball/softball period, end of 
story. But we don’t have enough room for 
that argument in this paper. 

Secondly, TJC is a growing campus. 
Tyler is a growing city. The market in the 
“Rose Capital of America” is increasing 
whether you believe so or not. Apache 
Athletics has become a very prestigious 
program with many ‘big-name’ athletes 
that have started out at TJC. For example; 
Josh Reynolds, a former Texas A6cM wide 
receiver will be entered the NFL draft this 
past week. He started out here at TJC. 
Vancouver FC recently drafted former 
TJC soccer stand-out, Nazeem Bartman. 
And of course, the Chicago Bulls Forward . 
Jimmy Butler, started at TJC as well. 

This gives many young men and 
women hope, the same hope that all the 
above names had when they enrolled at 


TJC. The hope that their pit stop here will 
only strengthen their dreams of becoming 
rising stars in their respective sports and 
give them the boost they need to pursue 
their athletic careers as did those before 
them. 



Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 















































mmm 


FOOTBALL 


continued from pagel 


(offensive line) too with some more depth,” 
said Palmer with confidence. “It picked up a 
little bit — yeah the running game is going'to 
be good. It’s going to be real good.” 

With this trio in the backfield, it gives 


attendance looking on as well. 

33 players of this year’s recruiting class 
came to Pat Hartley after enrolling for 
classes, and filing paperwork for financial aid 
and housing. In those 33 recruits was Senior 
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SHIFTY RUNNING Stephon Rucker-Carroll, walk-on running back out of Missouri starts one of 
his break away runs with some shifty jukes and movements to evade the pursuing defender. 


the team something to build off of in the 
upcoming season. But the future of the 
program weren’t only the athletes competing 
on the field, many future Apaches were in 


Quarterback and State Championship MVP 
Jeremiah Crawford from Mineola,TX. 

The recruits weren’t the only new faces 
at the game, Coach Palmer also brought in 


a bevy of new personnel to 
replace his coaching staff 
First-year Assistant Coach 
and Offensive Coordinator 
Matt Gordon was brought 
in from Henderson State 
University, as well as the 
first-year Assistant Coach 
and Defensive Coordinator 
Thomas Rocco from West 
Texas A&M. 

“I think Rocco has 
come in and brought a 
whole new dimension. 

Coach" Thompson- did a 
great job too,” said Palmer. 

Although the coaches 
wanted to keep the feeling and intensity 
of this game similar to that of an official 
game, no score was kept and no stats were 
recorded. Needless to say, Palmer and his 
staff had much more to worry about after the 
loss of the favorite to start at the quarterback 
position, Carter McCown, due to multiple 
injuries. 

Though the depth at the running back 
position may be solid at this point, there 
are still many questions that have yet to be 
answered about the quarterback position. 
Both quarterbacks that saw playing time in 
the Black/Gold game were cut the following 
week along with many other position players. 



Photo by Isaiah Thornton 

TIP-TOEING Tradarrious Wagoner tip-toes down the sideline 
to gain some extra yards in spring football game April 28. 


This leaves a lot of pressure on the upcoming 
recruits to perform many different positions 
come fall. * • 


“It picked up a little bit — yeah 
the running game is going to 
be good.” 


-Danny Palmer 

Head Football Coach 


SOFTBALL 

- continuedfrom page 4 

from the fans and students ofTJC in support 
of the Lady Apache softball team. 

“It’s a pretty important tournament, two 
national qualifiers come out of this region 
tournament with the winner and the runner- 
up. There’s going to be some great softball 
being played, especially if you can make it out 
the first two days as none of these games will 
be easy,” said Smith. “Then you’re looking 
at the top teams who have shown they can 
play with the best of them. Then you also 
get the combination of the season with the 
championship game with the two best teams 
of the region.” 

TJC is entering the tournament as 
the top seed out of the East Zone for the 
tournament. This will put them up against 
the No. 4 seed in the South, Galveston 
College. 

The softball program has only been 
around for 3 years and hasn’t wasted much 
time proving themselves. In just their second 
year, the Lady Apaches fought their way 
to the National Championship game last 
season, and are looking to return this season. 

“Whenever you start a new program 
there could be some issues trying to get your 
feet wet in the conference, but that just goes 


to show you what we can do here in Tyler 
as Coach Dickson, the previous coach, was 
able to build a team and take them to high 
success,” said Smith. “Now Coach Winn has 
brought in a few players and is keeping the 
ball rolling. Not only at a regional level but at 
the national level, it’s just a testament to the 
school, coaches and the young woman who 
come and play for his team.” 

The games of the tournament and stats 
will be streamed live on apacheathletics.com 
by TJC. 
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THE DUB Lady Apaches celebrate a victory 
over Northeast Texas Community College. 


EXPANSION 

-- continuedfrom page 4 

on the objective list is to finish all long- 
range plans before moving ahead in any way 
at all by the time funds are covered. Which 
is second on the list, finding the appropriate 
way to cover the cost. 

“It doesn’t have to be built in a day, we 
can build in phases ... I would love to have 
everything designed and ready for when 
funds are available,” said Drain. 

When baseball and softball both get 
their facilities on campus, football will 
be due up for the next upgrades. The Pat 
Hartley Field Complex will be seeing 
drastic changes when the time comes. It’s 
currently used by the football team for all 
practices and the spring football game. 
The soccer teams will use it when hosting 
tournaments and many other local soccer 
teams use the field to play as well. 

Although it may be last on the list to 
see changes, it was one of the first ideas to 
pop up when they first laid down the Uirf, 
according to Dr. Drain. 

“That’s been a dream of ours since we 
put the turf in,” explained Drain on how 
the future stadium is designed. “Eventually 
that turf would be the field, the parking lot 
that exists would be the home stands and 


there’s enough stands in between the soccer 
field and the turf field for visitors stands. 
And then we would make it a U-shaped 
facility where there would be stands on the 
northern side facing Fifth Street, and as 
you’re driving on Fifth Street you would see 
onto the field. It was beautiful.” 

Dr. Drain would go on to explain 
the importance of all these facilities and 
how the campus could benefit from these 
expansions. 

“As a whole, it makes us one. The 
student life — the campus life of all athletics 
on campus; walkable, bikeable, whatever 
you wanted to do, I think would just be a 
huge enhancement to the campus overall,” 
said Dr. Drain. 

As stated before, decisions like these are 
no easy process. There are many stages the 
school would have to pass through before 
any phase of this expansion is able to begin. 

As of right now, no construction has 
begun and no funds have been fulfilled 
in order to begin the process. But these 
facilities are definitely on the table and will 
become more reality than a dream in the 
years to come. 
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Art Club takes on project For child abuse 

Students look to make a difference in the community 


Brianna Harmon “Its difficult and hard to fathom the 

Art Editor abuse that these people have to deal with, it’s 

sad that we even have to have organizations 
r; like this, but its very blessed that we do,” said 

After creating pinwheels for Child Abuse White. “The service that they provide for the 
Awareness Month, the Art Club looks to children of Smith County and all of East Texas 
continue their relationship with the Childrens is phenomenal. I’m glad that they do what they 
Advocacy Center of Smith County. do, but I just wish that they didn’t have to. The 

In March, the center gave the Art Club 30 impact of that kind of ways on you but I’m glad 
pinwheels to design and then the center sold we were involved in it.” 
them to be displayed in people’s front yard and White stresses the fact that it’s key to 

businesses to bring awareness to child abuse. participate in projects like this because art 
“We have a good reputation for doing connects people, 
community service, so we were contacted out of “Art is about human connection. This 

the blue by the Children’s Advocacy Center of is a good way to personally and uniquely 

Smith County and they were asking if we would express themselves with the understanding 

be interested in the pinwheel project,” said Art that expression has the potential to connect to 

Department Chair Derrick White. “They cut another human being,” said White. “It’s nice to 

them out (the pinwheels) and then they had experience a hand drawn or hand painted art 

them primed and delivered to us, we then piece from time to time because it connects on 

that humanity level. 

Art majors Willow Lanchester and 
Makayla Maholch participated in making 
pinwheels. 

Maholch was flattered that the center 
asked the art department to participate in the 
project with such importance. 

“In a way it was sweet; it’s a very not 
sweet subject, but making something for them 
to bring awareness for child abuse is a very 
painted them throughout the month of March, important act in itself. Just knowing it was 

Members of my paining class participated and going towards something the public was going 
all the studio classes. We had an Art Club to see and they are going to associate that with 
meeting that was dedicated to paining the TJC,” said Maholch. “Everybody made really 
pinwheels. The Children’s Advocacy Center of cute designs. It was really nice having the entire 
Smith County was very pleased with the results art club do it together.” 

of what they got back on those pinwheels, so Doing the project really hit home for 

I’m very confident we will be hearing from Maholch and gave her a sense of unity 
them again. ” participating in it with fellow students. 

The Art Club makes a point to participate “For me it was something I wish there 

in several community service projects a semester would have been a group to do that, to have an 

like this one. organization like that and people participating 

“Doing community service here as part of with the organization,” said Maholch. “It 

a group and team them I think it gives people kind of reminded me that we do have help 

the confidence to do community service later services like that in Tyler and on top of it the 

in life when they are an individual with the community as a whole is willing to participate 

background and understanding of it,” said and to help other people or to bring awareness. 

White. I think that’s sort of the sweetness about it; that 

White is very pleased that they participated we are willing to help each other even if we as 

in this project. TJC students didn’t have direct contact with 



TACT-EAGLE Art major Matthew Hopkins created the cardboard sculpture Tact-Eagle for his 
class with Professor Chance Dunlap. Tact-Eagle is the first three-dimensional sculpture to be 


the kids themselves its still important to do as 
much in your community as you can even if it is 
painting a pinwheel.” 

Lanchester was excited to participate in 
the project. 

“It’s very exciting because you get to really 
promote and bring awareness to a subject that to 
me is a big part of what I want my art to convey. 
It’s bringing empathy into art and bringing 
awareness to the human condition that we are 
all the same,” said Lanchester. “We need to 
look out for each other, we need to protect our 
own. We need to protect everyone. These are 
innocent children, it’s really bringing awareness 
to an ugly topic people don’t want to talk about. 
People do not want to look at this topic and 
that’s what’s perpetuating the problem. This is 
bringing awareness in a nonthreatening way 
that people can be involved Without being like 


‘this is bad, I don’t want to look at this,”’ 

Lanchester created the STAR club on 
campus. STAR stands for Sex Trafficking 
Awareness and Relief. 

“This is what we are typically dealing 
with, the sex trafficking of minors and so the 
Childrens Advocacy Center is very important 
role in this,” said Lanchester. “There are 
organizations out there that we can get involved. 
This is about using your art to make the world a 
better place, to leave the world better than you 
found it. It’s humbling that I can affect someone 
else’s life and my goal is to bring awareness and 
bring other people in. With being an artist 
comes activism. Art for the sake of art means 
less, so art with a purpose means so much more. 
Leave the world a better place than you found 
it everyday, that’s my goal in my life and that’s 
what doing something like this does.” 


“Leave the world a better place 
than you found it everyday.” 

-Willow Lanchester 
Art Major 


Summer camps provide 
enriching opportunity 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 

Even during the summer months, TJC’s 
campus still bustles with activity. The younger 
generations of Tyler have plenty to engage 
with. Creatively stimulating projects and 
physical activity with summer camps starts 
Sunday, June 4th and continues through mid- 
August. 


being that a ‘waking’ for some talents in their 
lives.” 

The activity camps include App Attack; 
Aquatic Camp; Babysitting Basic Training 
Bootcamp; Broadway Camp; Camp Illusion; 
Chess Camp; Code Breakers; Cookie, 
Cupcakes 6c Games; Comic Book Creation; 
CSI; Cultural Arts from Around the World; 
Dance Intensive for Beginners; Digital 
Storytellers; Disc Golf; English/Western 
Horsemanship; Explorers of the Kingdoms 



A HELPING HAND Visiting with Tutoring Services allows students to get the extra help they 
need, one-on-one. 


Tutoring Services help 
students fuel up for finals 


“We are trying to create an enriching enviroment for them 
when it comes to friendships. Ultimately we’re having having 
these camps so that they can see themselves in a higher 
education setting ip the future So they get exposed to to the 
different opportunities being that a ‘waking’ for some talents in 
their lives..” 

-Heath Stoner 
Director of OHPE Center 


“Parents are always concerned about 
the summer slump, students are in academic 
school all year long and they want just to 
hang out and play video games or be bored 
all summer, so we’re trying to create some 
intellectual stimulation for the students during 
the summer,” said Heath Stoner, the director 
of Ornelas Health and Physical Education 
Center. 

Kids from age 3-17 years old can interact 
with other community members of the same 
age, experience the college environment and 
find their interest in a wide variety of over 
60 athletic and academic camps during the 
summer season. 

“We are trying to create an enriching 
environment for them when it comes to 
friendships,” said Stoner. “Ultimately, we’re 
having these camps so that they can see 
themselves in a higher education setting in the 
future. So they come on the campus at TJC, 
hopefully, they can see themselves here [in 
the future] or go to another university. We’re 
also hoping that by them being part of the 
technology or science camps, that hopefully 
that will be a career path in their life. So they 
get exposed to the different opportunities, 


of East Texas; Exploring our World of 
Chemistry; Family Astronomy Camp; French 
Foil Fencing; Frozen Dance Camp; Game 
Labs; Improv Comedy; Incredible StuflF; 
Introduction to High Tech Health Careers; 
Jazz/Hip Hop DanceCamp; Jewelry Camp; 
LEGO Comics: Design Your Own Adventure; 
LEGO WeDo: Robotics for Younger Kids; 
Little Pony Express; Make Your First 3D 
Video Game; Make Your First Video Game; 
Minecraft Animators; Minecraft Designers; 
Minecraft Modders; Open Water Scuba; 
Pencil, Ink and Charcoal; Petite Picassos Art 
Camp; Printmaking Workshop; Robotics 
Camp; Scratch Jr.: Coding 6c Games for Kids; 
Space Camp; Slime Kaboom; Star Wars Stop 
Animation; Surveying 6c Mapping; Table 
Tennis; The Finishing Touch; Video Game 
Animation; Video Game History; Virtual 
Reality; Watercolor 6c Acrylic Painting; and 
Wood Works. 

Athletic camps are run entirely by TJC’s 
coaching staff and players. Those include 
baseball, basketball, football, soccer, softball, 
tennis and volleyball. 

More information and details about 
registration can be found at tjcsummercamps.. 


Rebecca Najera 

Editor-in-Chief 

With finals week just around the corner, 
students are rushing and stressing to finish 
last minute assignments. The tutoring center 
is here to help students in their time of need. 

Tutoring Services will be providing free 
snacks to students during find exam week 
along with free last minute tutoring. 

“Finals Fuel is a time for students to take 
a break from their studying, come to one of 
our centers and grab a snack bag of goodies,” 
said tutoring services director, Danna Baggett. 

Students can visit the Writing Center, the 
Quest Center or the STEM Center May 8-10 
and pick up a snack bag. 

“If they wanted to hang around and ask 
some tutors some last minute questions... [or] 
they have a last minute math problem they’re 
having problems with or they need some help 
putting some final touches on a paper before 
they have to turn it in right before finals, they 
can hang around and talk to a tutor about 
that,” said Baggett. 

Writing Center tutor, William Goette 
will be one of the tutors helping out during 
Finals Fuels. 

When it comes to finals week, “the 
idea is that you’ve already been studying and 
preparing, getting ready for finals. Of course, 
the reality of being a college student is that 
you don’t usually get to do that,” said Goette. 

Many students are involved in other 
activities around campus outside of their 
studies. Some work, have families, etc., so as 
finals week approaches, the amount of stress 
they have typically increases. 

“The best we can do is control our 
expectations. I think a lot of students put 


too much weight and emphasis on that final, 
fearing of course that it’s comprehensive or 
stuff that they’re going to have forgotten 
about,” said Goette. “The reality is, if you’re 
able to not get stressed out and really let 
yourself focus, then you’re going to be able to 
remember a lot of information you think you 
wouldn’t have otherwise.” 

Goette feels that if students refrained 
from cramming, staying up late and would eat 
well, finals week would run a lot smoother for 
them. 

“Worst case scenario is that you cram all 
night, don’t get any sleep, [don’t] eat well, and 
it doesn't matter how many hours you put in 
the night before ... because your body wasn’t 
in a situation where you could learn well, you 
go into a test and perform just as bad as you 
would have if you had gone to bed and got a 
whole night of sleep and didn’t even open the 
book the entire semester,” said Goette. 

Finals Fuels is a way to help students 
steer away from situations such as these. 

“That’s kind of the nature of Finals Fuels. 
We try to provide snacks and energy foods for 
students to be able to kind of push through 
and realize that there’s a community of 
people that know what it’s like to go through 
finals and to be stressed out by the grades,” 
said Goette. “We literally provide fuel both 
emotionally and physically for students going 
through their final exams.” 

The Writing Center, located on the 
second floor of Vaughn Library, will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. May 8-10, the STEM 
Center, located in Potter Hall 003B, will be 
open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and the Quest Center, 
located on the first floor of Vaughn Library, 
will be open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on May 8,1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. May 9 and 12 to 5 p.m. May 10. 






































INNOVATION OF A GENERATION Innovation Pipeline’s grand opening was Saturday, April 29. Although it 
the doors and explores the location, they’ll learn about all the creative opportunities available to them. 



may appear as an old or abandoned building on the outside, once one steps through 


Innovation Pipeline seeks to foster Tyler’s creators 

City’s newest creative outlet allows entrepreneurs and locals endless opportunities 


Rob King 

Staff Writer 

A new facility represents a great launchpad 
for graduates and entrepreneurs. 

On approach, 217 E Oakwood St. is 
an unassuming, older Tyler building. Seated 
diagonally from Tyler Transit, a contrastively 
modern title over the entrance reveals the 
name of the facility as Innovation Pipeline. 
One step around the corner and suddenly a 
massive, street-style graffiti mural featuring 
a young girl meditating amidst text occupies 
the gaze. Inside, a workshop awaits with all 
kinds of gadgets and gizmos inviting inventors 
and artists of all flavors to come and make a 
mess. It’s not a tech startup, but it could be the 
jumping-off point for one. 

Having recently opened, the idea is that 
IP will be the next stop for many graduates as 
well as a welcoming space for creators of all 
types to come and breathe life into the Tyler 
community, and maybe even beyond, through 
their entrepreneurial ambition. 

There’s no shortage of tools and resources 
available, including, but not limited to, sound 
booths, laser cutters, 3D printers, studios for 
film, photography, and art, computers equipped 
with the latest editing and programing 
software, etc. 

“The Innovation Pipeline is designed 


to funnel all that creativity and talent in the 
community into a point,” said Adrian Hood, a 
mechanical engineering major at UT Tyler and 


“The innovation pipeline is 
designed to funnel all that 
creativity and talent in the 
community into a point” 

-Adrian Hood 
IP advocate 


aspiring entrepreneur who has been advocating 
for the IP project since its inception, which was 
roughly five years ago on the community side, 
with local government getting fully involved 
about two years ago. 

Hoods school robotics team won a 
competition for a design which could find live 
electrical wires underground. Such a design 
could be greatly beneficial to infrastructure 
and rescue workers. According to Hood, its 
an example of the kind of things we could see 
produced from IP, as well as the reason Tyler 


needs such a space. 

“There has been a whole community 
that’s been pushing for this,” said .Hood. “As 
a UT Tyler student and an enthusiast in the 
community I was always giving my suggestions 
and encouragement and helping guide as to 
what comes together here in the sense of what 
are people that come to this kind of space 
looking for.” 

Essentially, IP operates as a gym for the 
mind. Members pay a membership fee, but 
there is no contract and anyone can pay month 
by month. 

“The normal base fee is $35 a month,” 
said Veronica Escanilla-Brady, the Innovation 
Pipeline director. 

The base fee grants you access to the 
facility and its resources 1-8 PM Monday 
through Saturday. For an upgrade, you can pay 
$75 a month and gain access to the building 
earlier at 11 AM and be allowed to reserve 
machines. IP will house a variety of resources 
for engineers, programmers, musicians, 
videographers, painters and just about any- 
other form of maker imaginable, with constant 
improvement based on feedback. 

“We don’t know exactly who is going to 
use this space. It certainly is in place to help our 
younger population have a place to innovate 
and have a place to start their businesses,” said 
Escanilla-Brady. 


According to Senior Public Relations 
Specialist for Innovation Pipeline Jenny Wells, 
this work of passion was spearheaded by Mayor 
Martin Heines as a part of the Industrial 
Growth Initiative under the Tyler First Plan. 
The hope is that this will attract economic 
growth in Tyler by giving entrepreneurs 
everything they could need to lift off with a 
new product or idea. 

“We want to retain those college students, 
we don’t want them to just come here and 
leave,” said Wells. “We want them to come here 
and say, you know what, Tyler offers this, and 
this is a great starting place for my business.”’ 

Despite being government sponsored, the 
IP team has worked to keep taxpayer money 
out of the program to allow maximum freedom. 
According to Wells and Escanilla-Brady, 
anything created at the facility is completely 
the creator’s product with no conditions. IP 
takes no profit or royalties whatsoever from 
member creations or ideas, should they reach 
that level of success. The only funding will be 
donations and the monthly fee. 

“It’s hard for innovators and millennial 
and people in the community to be a part of 
a government project,” said Wells. “It does not 
feel like a government project.” 

For more information, inHuding location " 
and hours, search for @tylerinnovationpipeline 
on Facebook. 


COT 

- : -— continued frontpage 1 ——- 

Just like the world,” said Barron. “We all 
came together and enjoyed each other’s 
coffee.” 

It was at that moment when Barron 
realized that he had created something that 
he didn’t want to end. 

“I stepped back for a moment, out of 
the box, and was like ‘what is going on here?’ 


“We were brewing community. 
People were meeting each 
other and having a good time 
together, sharing something.” 


-Carlos Barron 
CoffeeOutsideTyler Founder 


We were brewing community. People were 
meeting each other and having a good time 


together, sharing something.” 

Barron continued to try and reach out to 
the community by sharing coffee. Although 
there were many failed attempts, he didn’t 
give up. He decided “Brewing Community” 
would become his marketing scheme. 

“It (the events) was cold, it was 
wet, it was soggy, it was miserable,” said 
Barron.”Man, I get goosebumps when I tell 
that story, but it was a good time. We were 
brewing community.” 

COT continues to participate in local 
events, the next one being May 6 at Studio B 
Pilates + Barre. 

“You don’t have to like coffee to come 
out; you can come as you are. My grandma 
always preached to me, ‘you have to know 
how to make sacrifice and how to make 
opportunity and to know what opportunity 
is to you.’ If you come with open heart and 
open mind to CoffeeOutside, good things 
are going to happen to you,” said Barron. 

Barron feels that stepping out into the 
community could have a positive impact for 
those willing to do so. 

For more information about 
CoffeeOutsideTyler, visit the page on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ 
coffeeoutsidetyler/ or on Instagram @ 
coffeeoutside_tyler. 
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Come and join us for lunch! 

The Baha’i Club of TJC is hosting lunches for Fall 2017: 



A CUP OF JOE Carlos Barron strongly believes in enriching local community and plays his part 
by doing what he loves; making coffee. Barron volunteered at Alex & Afton’s Cool Collective on 
Saturday, April 23. 


Wednesdays 
12PM to 1PM 

@ Rogers Nursing Building, Student Lounge 2.211 

Thursdays 
12:30PM to 1:00PM 
@ Vaugh Library, FCC Room 

Our club is dedicated to unity among all religions. 
We get together for lunch to peacefully discuss 
topics based on the Baha’i Faith with the goal to 
make a positive difference in our community 
(and the world!) 

All are welcome. Most of our members are not of 
the Baha’i Faith and come from many different 
backgrounds! 
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ANTIFA 

- continued from page 2- 


That very same amendment gives you 
the right to express your beliefs too. But no 
law gives you the right to cause harm to those 
whom you disagree with. As a journalist, I am 
no stranger to people disagreeing with me. I 
am also not unfamiliar with people trying to 
muffle my voice with a louder voice. Although 
we disagree, no one could ever convince me to 
take action in order to stop that person from 
expressing their stance. I will defend every 


ASSAULT 

- continued from page 1 

Walkden was one of the students who called 
campus, police regarding the activities of the 


“When I was walking to the 
cafeteria, I had a really odd 
feeling about it, so I actually 
called the campus police...” 

-Taylor Walkden 
Crossroads Resident 


suspect. 

"When 1 was walking to the cafeteria, I 
had a really odd feeling about it, so I actually 
called the campus police and just told them 
that there was a man that had been knocking 
on the door for 15 minutes. I called them at 
5:10,” said Walkden. 


individuals right to speak their mind until I 
legally can no longer do so. 

While you claim to have noble beliefs - 
beliefs I wholeheartedly can understand why 
you hold - you are using unruly, unjust and 
quite literally illegal means of expressing them. 

Learn from your role models. Learn from 
those who have actually made a difference 
in society. Ideas change minds. Acts change 
nothing. 


The report for attempt of sexual assault 
was made at 4:39 p.m. and the one for 
sexual assault at 6:18 p.m. Students were 
not notified with a timely warning about the 
incidents. 

"With that issue, timely warning is 
issued if there’s a continuing threat to the 
community. The time we learned off the 
thread what happened, he was already 
detained,” said Melton 

According to Chief Melton, the victims 
are receiving full attention and support from 
Campus Police as well as from faculty and 
staff. 

"In this case, as we talk to [victims], we 
will make sure that they’re comfortable, if 
there’s family close by, if they feel like they 
want to talk to family,” said Chief Melton. 

Melton emphasized the resources 
present on campus to help victims of sexual 
assault as well as other crimes. Information 
on TJC’s counseling services. can be found 
at www.tjc.edu/counseling. For emergencies, 
Campus Police can be contacted at 903-510- 
2222. 


Peter and the Starcatcher 

Play Review 


Brianna Harmon 

Arts Editor 

When you hear the title "Peter and 
the Starcatcher” the last thing you think 
of is Peter Pan unless you have heard of 
the play before. 

For me, that was the case. 

I knew that Peter Pan had a prequel 
per say, but I didn’t know that it was "Peter 
and the Starcatcher.”' 

Walking into the theater, the seats 
are close and personal, also there is hardly 
any props to set the scenes, which was 
very interesting. 

As the play begins, the subtle details 
like using humans as doors and crawling 
through tight spaces on the ship can be 
confusing, but the sound effects that 
are used by instruments really help 
understand what is going on. 

The play forces you to be a child 
again and use your imagination. 

The cast consisted of all males and 
one female. With such ’a small cast, 
perfection of the roles was vital, and the 


actors and single actress did a remarkable 
job. 

With what is a very deep meaning 
to the story, the comedic spin on the play 
had the audience bursting with laughter 
on multiple occasions. 

In one act of the play, the entire cast 
was dressed in costumes as mermaids 
which had the entire audience hysterical. 
The way the actors and actress fully 
accepted their roles and bought into them 
is solely what made this performance so 
good. 

“Peter and the Starcatcher” is a play 
where, if the actors aren’t comfortable 
with themselves as performers, they 
won’t be able to fully assume a role that 
can flip them from being a burly man on 
a ship to a role as a feminine mermaid. 
Considering how the play is set up, the 
performers easily could have thrown the 
entire performance out of whack, but this 
was not the case. 

There aren’t many plays I would go 
see more than once, but after watching it, 
I want to go see it again. 


TEXTING 

--- continuedfrompage2 

request to text for the driver if it is that 
important. If you are alone and need to use 
your phone for any reason, simply pull over 
on the side of the road and do what you need 


JUCO 

- continued from page 2 

feedback on my projects from my professors 
and colleagues in class. In my design class, 
for example, I turned in a front page of a 
newspaper and instead of the professor just 
grading it and giving it back to me, she had 
it up in front of the class and asked other 
students to comment on it. 


to do, then safely get back on the road. It 
may seem like a stretch to abolish texting 
while driving completely, but Rome wasn’t 
built in a day. 


This interaction with criticism brought me 
a lot of experience. Now I am at a university 
with 37,972 other students. Such individual 
attention is not available anymore. The 
experience of a junior college showed me 
a really important lesson for life: interact, 
because that is how I learn best. 


Tir IMPORTANT 
■JV NUMBERS 


Campus Police: 903-510-2222 
Anonymous Title IX Hotline: 903-533-5599 
Title IX Coordinator: 903-510-2186 
East Texas Crisis Center: 903-595-5591 or Toll Free: 800-333-0358 
Andrews Center: 903-597-1351 (suicide) 

Salvation Army: 903-592-4361 



Selected students will spend a week learning 
basic reporting, editing, layout, design, filming 
and production skills alongside current editors. 



AUGUST 7-11 


All Communication majors 

are encouraged to apply, but 
only 10 will be selected. 


,¥ BY JUNE 
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At TheDrumBeat.com 


Or contact Laura Krantz 

Lkra@tjc.edu - 903-510-2335 


SPRING SALE 

TJC SPORTSWEAR 

25% TO 50% OFF 
(Select Items) 


COLLEGE 

BOOKS 


CHECK OUT OUR FEATURE 
ITEM OF THE MONTH 

ALWAYS 25% OFF 

YOUR OFF CAMPUS BOOK STORE 
FOR YOUR ON CAMPUS NEEDS 

1132 E. FIFTH ST. 
903*592*4112 
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FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 


CLASS 

7:00 a.m., MWF 
EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
7:00—8:50 a.m. 

CLASS 

9:00 a.m., MWF, 9:50 MW 

EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
9:00—10:50 a.m. 

CLASS 

11:00 a.m., MWF, 11:15 
MW 

EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
11:00-12:50 p.m. 

CLASS 

1:00 p.m. MW & MWF, 
12:40 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
1:00—2:50 p.m. 


CLASS 

3:50 p.m. MW, 3:30 
p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
3:00—4:50 p.m. 

CLASS 

8:25 a.m. TR 
EXAM TIME 

TUes, May 9 
8:25—10:15 a.m. 

CLASS 

11:15 a.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Tues, May 9 
11:15—1:05 p.m. 

CLASS 

2:05 & 2:25 p.m. TR 

EXAM TIME 

Tues, May 9 
2:05—3:55 p.m. 


CLASS 

8:00 a.m., MWF, 8:25 
MW 

EXAM TIME 

Wed, May 10 
8:00—9:50 a.m. 

CLASS 

10:00 a.m. MWF 
EXAM TIME 

Wed, May 10 
10:00-11:50 a.m. 

CLASS 

12:00 noon, MWF 

EXAM TIME 

Wed, May 10 
12:00-1:50 p.m. 

CLASS 

2 p.m., MWF, 2:05 
MW & 2:25 p.m. MW 

EXAM TIME 

Wed, May 10 
2:00-3:50 p.m. 


CLASS 

7:00 a.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
7:00—8:50 a.m. 

CLASS 

9:50 a.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
9:50-11:40 a.m. 

CLASS 

12:40 & 1:00 p.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
12:40-2:30 p.m. 

CLASS 

3:00 p.m., TR 
EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
3:00—4:50 p.m. 


CLASS 

3:30 & 3:50 p.m., TR 

EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
3:30—5:20 p.m. 

EVENING 

CLASSES 

CLASS 

5:35 & 6:00 p.m., M & MW 

EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
5:30—7:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

7:00 p.m., M & MW 
EXAM TIME 

Mon, May 8 
7:30—9:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

5:35 & 6 p.m., T & TR 
EXAM TIME 

Tues, May 9 
5:30-7:20 p.m. 


CLASS 

7:00 p.m., T 

EXAM TIME 

Tues, May 9 
7:30-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

5:35 & 6:00 p.m., W 

EXAM TIME 

Wed, May 10 
5:30—7:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

7:00 p.m., W 

EXAM TIME 

Wed, May 10 
7:30-9:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

5:30 & 6:00 p.m., R 

EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
5:30-7:20 p.m. 

CLASS 

7:00 p.m., R 

EXAM TIME 

Thurs, May 11 
7:30-9:20 p.m. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ART CLUB HAS SUCCESSFUL FOOD DRIVE 

Art Club held a canned food drive for the entire month 
of April and collected roughly 2,500 donations. 

FORMER APACHE DRAFTED TO THE NFL 

Josh Reynolds, former TJC Wide Receiver, gets picked 
117th in the fourth round of the 2017 NFL draft by 
the Los Angeles Rams. 

HOLMES EARNS ALL-AMERICAN HONORS 

Sophomore Forward Sky’lynn Holmes named 
NJCAA 2nd team All-American after leading the 
womens basketball team to the national tournament. 

REGISTRATION BEGINS FOR FALL 2017 

Online registration for the fall opened on Sunday, 
April 16 and will be available until Thursday, August 
17,2017. 



A College Worship Experience 


Sunday Nights @ 5pm 
Friendly Baptist Church 

Overflow will break for the summer but will 
return on September 10th, 2017. 

1903 East Front Street 
Tyler, TX 75702 
903.592.1572 
www.friendlybaptist.org 

FREE FOOD 

Van pickup at Ornelas and Crossroads 
dorms at 4:30. 
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With a bachelor of Social Work degree you can 
work providing services in: 


Mental Health 

Substance Use/Addiction Recovery 
Education/School Counseling 
Employee Assistance Programs 
Disability Advocacy/Compensation 
Family and Children . 

Aging and Gerontology 
Human Services 
Military and Veteran Care 


lake classes in Arlington or in a cohort model 
in Fort Worth or completely online 
Supportive environment as a cohort of students 
who start and finish together with guaranteed 
class offerings 

Flexible class schedule for full-time or part-time 
students 

Transfer your credits from community or 
junior college or a four-year college/university 


n a decree that is in demand' 


• Public Health 

• Healthcare 

• Equal Opportunity/Diversity 

^Ranked #1 School of Social Work in Texas for Veteran Frien 
* According to the U.S. Department of Labors Bureau of Labor Statistics, employm 

to grow 12 percent by 2024, faster than the average for all occupatii 

For more information, go to our website 
uta.edu/ssw 

or contact the UTA School of Social Work Admissions Office at 
817-272-1044 or 817-272-9488 


UNIVERSITY OF 

TEXAS SCHOOL of SOCIAL WORK 

ARLINGTON Celebrating 50 years of Social Work Education 

Bachelor of Social Work 

Take classes in Arlington, Fort Worth or Online 
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Safety Substation located at the Rogers Student 
Center or from a TJC Ambassador. The first Day Pass each 
semester is free of charge, For all subsequent Day Passes 
a $5.00 cost recovery charge will be billed to the - . 



Move to the head of the class. 


GET A TUTOR. 

























2851 CR272 (Adam Henry Rd.) 
Phone: 903.565.4700 
Fax: 903.565.4701 
leasing@thereservetyler.com 
www.TheReserveTyler.com 
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Reserve 



Find us on 
Facebook 






If you sign lease within 24 hours of first visit 
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With 3.0+ GPA (3.5+ for higl 


•RESORT STYLE POOL 
•VOLLEYBALL COURT 
•BBQ GRILLS ATTHE POOL 
•COMPUTER LOUNGE 
•GAMEROOM & MOVIE THEATER 
•FITNESS CENTER & TANNING BED 
•ROOMATE MATCHING & INDIVIDUAL LEASING 
•INDIVIDUALLY KEYED BEDROOMS 
W/ PRIVATE BATHROOM 
•INTRUSION ALARMS 
•ALL BILLS PAID (EXCLUDES ELECTRICITY) 

•FULLY FURNISHED 
•37" LCD TV IN EACH LIVING ROOM 




















